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Franconia (Franken) Is Bavaria's Cream Of The Crop

Franconia Map

The region of Franconia (German: Franken) in Bavaria (at least most of it) is as densely packed
with cultural, historical, and natural charms as sausage from the city of Coburg is packed with
flavor. As much a state of mind as a geographical area, Franconia e-books such powerful pride in
its residents that they insist on being called Franconians, although most of ’em legally became
Bavarians in 1806. ;-)
A vast expanse of forests and river valleys interspersed with limestone cliffs, formations, and
caves, Franconia’s mystique is enhanced with medieval cities and fairytale castles. Its delights are
connected to one another by Europe’s most romantic road (so romantic, in fact, that its official
name is the Romantic Road — dooh!)
This road extends through Franconia from the vineyard-clad hills of Würzburg in the north to the
alpine meadows and rugged peaks surrounding Neuschwanstein Castle in the south, but it’s only
one of Franconia’s attractions. Here are my choices for other mustn’t-miss sites in this most
German of all Germany’s regions:
Nuremberg — Nuremberg is the birthplace of Queen Victoria’s beloved prince Albert. Its Altstadt
(Old Town) has maintained its ancient random layout of streets, making it best explored on foot.
There you’ll find the great Lorenzkirche, with its 66-foot tall tabernacle and magnificent Veit Stoss
woodcarving of the Annunciation.
View Nuremberg’s classic red roofs and city walls from the Imperial Kaiser Castle. Get a taste of
German toy making at the Toy Museum. Not for nothing is it on the German Toy Road.
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The Nationalmuseum displays works by Nuremberg’s greatest Renaissance artist, Albrecht Dürer.
Satisfy your sweet tooth by sampling the Lebkuchen at its Christmas Market, the largest and oldest
in Germany.
As you travel from Nuremberg to Bayreuth, you’ll pass through Franconian Switzerland (Fränkische
Schweiz), an upland region named for its resemblance to Switzerland, and regarded as the
birthplace of freeclimbing. In addition to its more than one thousand limestone crags and seven
thousand climbing routes, “Little Switzerland” offers splendid kayaking, canoeing, and caveexploring opportunities.
Franconian Switzerland, square kilometer for square kilometer, has more private breweries than
any other region of the world. Enjoy some of the local beers in the town of Pottenstein, where you
can visit the impressive Teufelshöhle (Devil’s Cave). Then continue on to Bayreuth, and witness
the Aktien Brewery maturing their beer in 400-year old catacombs.
Bayreuth is also the setting for both Germany’s annual Wagner Festival and the Opera House
Richard Wagner himself constructed in 1876. An even more important site for opera fans, however,
is the city’s remarkable baroque Galli-Bibiena-designed Margravial Opera House.
Margravine Wilhelmine, for whom the Opera House is named, said of the Sanspareil Rock Garden
set among rock formations in a grove of beech trees standing along the road between Bayreuth
and Bamberg, “Nature herself is the architect.” The Garden’s Oriental Building, built in 1744, is
one of its three original structures still standing.
If the Aktien Brewery catacombs made you hungry, try some Franconian sausages! On the road
between Bayreuth and Bamberg lies Coburg, the best place to dine on regional sausages.
Coburg’s Marketplace, where the sausages are grilled over pinecones in the open air every day of
the year, is the best place to get them. Witnessing your meal in the square will be “Sausage Man,”
the Marketplace’s statue of Coburg’s patron saint, Saint Maurice.
Also take in the Veste Coburg, a 13th-century fortress above the city, in which Martin Luther took
refuge during the year of 1330.
In Bamberg is one of the most strangely designed town halls in all of Bavaria, the Altes Rathaus.
To maintain peace between the town’s secular and church powers, Bamberg’s authorities decided
to center the town hall between them on an island in the Regnitz River. It provides a marvelous
view of the river bank area known as “Little Venice.”
I’ve barely mentioned the hundreds of excellent Franconia wineries, which deserve much better. I
simply think you’ll be inebriated enough by this wonderful region’s other charms!
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